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· My name is Anne-Marie Lubenau, and I’m a registered architect and President & CEO of the Community Design Center of Pittsburgh (CDCP).   Our address is 938 Penn Avenue, 6th Floor.

· The Community Design Center of Pittsburgh is a nonprofit organization that improves quality of life through good design of the built environment.  

· One of the fundamental principles of our work is the value of community engagement in the planning process.

· As a representative of the CDCP, I serve as Chair of the Design Sub-committee of the Gaming Implementation Task Force created by the Mayor and County Executive, and as a member of the Department of City Planning’s Contextual Design Advisory Panel (CDAP).  I also serve as Chair of the Pittsburgh Civic Design Coalition.  

· The Contextual Design Advisory Panel (CDAP) and the Design Sub-committee of the Gaming Implementation Task Force repeatedly raised concerns about the scale and massing of the casino and garage in respect to its prominent riverfront setting.

· Yet the design presented and being considered today does not address this concern, and the project is under construction.  As one of many volunteers who have contributed numerous hours to review and commentary on the design, I am disappointed and frustrated that our concern has not been addressed. 

· Meaningful public process and review does not end with holding meetings and gathering comments.  In order to fulfill its role in protecting the public’s interest, the City of Pittsburgh and the Planning Commission have an obligation to address the issues raised by the public review process.

· I believe that this responsibility has been abdicated.

· I encourage the Planning Commission to delay approval of the design until adequate public review has been provided and the public’s concerns have been addressed.

· Thank you.

